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W;HNI\( LO\T When S ecmtny
of Defenge Melvin R, Laird testified
- that the Administration had no way
of knewing for cmtml that Ameri-
can prisoners would be

.May last Noverber, he was under-

.nhtmg sn inta Lll&(‘h(b pruolbm that

Jgives American military pl,mnua

tho shivers. )

Afnong all the other pmlmmb of
fwntm'r ‘wc war in Indoching, the
plobldn of divining the infentions,
-plains and move ments of the-North
*Victnainese has been the toughest.

“hat problem made > the commando
1d1d ont the small compovna only 23

.miles woest of Hanel one of the brf

gest gambles in S merican mmimy

“~ hi tmy--—'t gamble decided on hy

* President Nivon for tiving to get

captures \nu,lmma out of Nor rth
Vietnam hut also fu what one high

« . Administration of mial has called

. "ranscendent reasons.”

. Off icially, the Son Tay, yaid
was conducted. for onec
son only--to rescue American priso-
_ners. Transgcendent reasons are ad-
mitled only for. the decpest back-
ground. Bug since the Administra-
fion admitted they ecxisted, others
have bicen & -.Q&.C\.ﬂutlnd on what they
might have been

Idea No. 1: 'l‘he %melican mi-
litary machine, caught in"a "dirty,
grubby war' tha £ no one wanfs,
qczmcd by the tragedies at

My Lai and stories of other atroci-

ties, condemned at home and facing

gerious dissension in the fleld, uecd~
ed an act of: helolsm to }oo\t its
morale. -

. Idea. No, 2" The ‘\non %(h ain-

istration, lmvmsf helped _create a

. prisoner-of-war lobby since grown

nnptm sively vocal, felt the pohtlml

necd to lO\I)OPd to its demands that

_something be donre for the 339 Amer-

fcans Inmd under cruel concht)m:,

L. in North V ietnam.

o ] Tdea No. 3: The President herl to

. ~show the North Vietnamese that
the} could not count .on using the

prisoners as hostages for & pohncal '

sottlement lo. the

Ummd Staté

mbarrassing

found at Son ¢
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sfeps as drastic as inv acmw North
Vietnam to szcure thelr fre sedlon;

. The President's gamble fejled, To
undevstand w ‘.1y, follow it from its
mcqatton late hw'\h_{ in a little-
known office on the ninth corridor
of the Pentagon's fivst floor,

Office 11262 is marked "SACSA"
The acronym stands for Special
Assistant for Cos uuelmxl.u"’mcy and.
Special Activities"

It avas  SACSA. that conceived,

: phnm(x organized and oversaw tlu,

,_,on Tay operation,

SACSA i3 hoth a military olflcer
and the office he directs, The officer,
at the time the Son Tay raid was
conceived, was Brig. Gen, Donald
Dunweody Bh.mbmn a 34-year-old
mm.my nan whose career has such
great storybeok qualities that it has
bnen the subject of a beok and a mo-
vie—"Blackburn's Headhunfers."

As a first lieutenant, Blackburn
arrived in the Pl nhpmmo in October, -

1941, to become an adviser to the

thppm'\ army, The following
April he evaded ¢apture by the Ja-
pancse on Bataan Peninsiila, disap-
peared into the jungles of nuuhem
Tuzon, organized a_small guerrilla

force of pmmtm, tribesmen who |

were just beyond, the practice of
Huadhuntmv “and fc)ucxht a’ back-
*'omm campaizgit against the Jap'z«
ueue until the war ended.. ..

« Blackburn became one ‘of he re-
covm ed experts in' "special ywar-
Have," the mlhtdr v euphemism for
A.mulcau involvement in protoctmrf
friendly governments avwm\t mc1-
“pient revolution.

In 1957, when the 1854 Gencvq ac-
ccords w hwh sottled the French Indo-
china war were being honored most-
1y in the breach by all involved,
Blackbum joined the American mili-
taly_‘mlbtanco advisory group in’
South Vietnam to help shove up the
Salgon governmeut of Ngo Dinh.
Diem "'fambt the then- b‘ld&m‘" Viet
Cong insurgency. :

In August, 1969, dfter a series of

assignments in the United States
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cht: ﬁBH% mflwmﬁ g3,

-.ml\e ﬂ\'it Américan thcnnolov‘

‘mnnut, the doctrine said,

his zdminisiration to syster nat)/,
the Lmdbd ,Stu.f. g role in dealing
with Inzurzencies throughout the
world, . . - -
. Spedal Warfave Bible .
CUSACSA's doctrine was otiginallyy
\“t out 1 a thiee-inch thick volume
‘that became the bible of spectal war-
fare, Originally that bd)h, dealf
nostly with counter insurgsney.

The carl y counteringurgency doe-
itring was based on the simplé pree

‘the same know-how that would Taud
a man on the moon and create a mas
chine-aided life of comfort for consu
miers-—~would conquer inswrgencies,

To galn superior Lty over a guer-
rilla who has lived in a reglon for
wwears, you need only fight him inthe
“Qaclk, pr ond‘_d you can su, and he
So radios
daveloped Lo penelrate the-
jungle canopy, helicopters that fly
£0 mph. over areas where guemL
Jos move on foot were brought in
‘Tleat-sceking infrared sensors for
detecting eneiny C?mpm 03 Were de-

yyere

- veloped,

The enemy found. it. relatively
ghmple to deal mtn Westein techno-
Jocy Yearning of the campfire detec-
tors, for example, he smml_{ ovdored
10 Lc‘ln‘l‘ul s could by buill within a
mile of camp, and that undcmd in-
fl'\lCl’.l Ensors v *Mtwdy useles

" So-the fnsurgency in South ‘.1
naw, fnstead of being hrought under
contxo’ developzd into the Iongast

var the United States has ever
foughi, The few thousand American
advisers of the e@ly 19603 grew into
a force of over half a mﬂhou groun a
troona.

Bv the tvne Blackburn established
Nm\d{ in the Pmtwoa's Room
15952, ¢ “had
pas wd its heyday,- .

Thinks About Contubu{mn

Tiast: \I.v«, s concern over the fat
of Amerfeun war prizonets in Nov th
Victnam was rising throughout the’
country.and the nuhtcxy Blackburn
began to think about what contribu~
Lou his office could make,”

Bisckourn sthdied what was Lhm
known of Son Tay and the other : 4
knovn \01 th  Vietnamese POW
camps and decided that, if prigonevs

were, held at Son Tay, it was the
rml) lecation where a raiding party
could land, The other kuown prisons

“are all in downtown Hanel,

In Jung, he presented the idea of
liherating some AI,LCIICJH 1)11\0!15‘1.:
to the Jeint Chicfs of Staff and re- .
- celved pe’mx:ﬂon to conduct g "fea-
sibility study.”

"The initial pnaw started in June,"
Plackburn told The Timek, e
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